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MICRO-CHIPS: TELEMEDICINE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

“I don’t know if he’s going to get home,” said a robot to a dying man in a California hospital last
month. Seventy-eight-year-old Ernest Quintana was admitted to Kaiser Permanente Hospital for
chronic lung disease. On the day he was told that he was going to die, he was alone in the
hospital room with his granddaughter. The machine rolled in minutes before a nurse popped in
and told them that a doctor, who was on his rounds, will be present. The doctor did indeed show
up, but in the robot’s monitor, while he was really seated hundreds of kilometres away. The
incident, as predicted, sparked global outrage.

The question on everyone’s mind was: ‘How can a machine be used for a situation as delicate
as this one?’ The hospital received a lot of flak, but it defended its use of telemedicine.
Unfortunate that it is, this incident has brought the focus on telemedicine. The World Health
Organization defines telemedicine as: ‘The delivery of health care services, where distance is a
critical factor, by all health care professionals using information and communication
technologies….” Anything, right from using a mobile phone to communicate with a doctor to a
video conference call between the patient and the doctor, falls into the category.

For developing nations like ours, that’s also among the fastest to be digitised, this technology is
a blessing. People from interior rural areas, where healthcare is a luxury, may not find the act of
simply opening an app on their phone to connect with a doctor, as overwhelming as say,
changing two buses to reach the nearest Government hospital. There are several mobile apps
that connect doctors and patients for the purpose. RingMD, for instance, provides services to
people in rural, urban, as well as conflict-prone areas. Using the mobile app, users can connect
to healthcare professionals through online video consultations from anywhere.

In its recently-released report titled ‘Digital India: Technology to transform a connected nation’,
the McKinsey Global Institute says, “If telemedicine replaced 30 to 40% of in-person outpatient
consultations, coupled with digitisation in the overall healthcare industry, India could save up to
$10 billion in 2025.” However, it can be argued that not everyone owns a smartphone, and not
everyone will be able to explain his/her symptoms to a doctor over a call. But despite it all, this
technology is among the fastest growing today.

In one of Tamil writer Sujatha’s popular short-stories, an old man brings his sick grandson to a
Government hospital in the city. They are intimidated by the loud nurses and curt doctors. After
a long day of running from pillar to post to no avail, they go back home, without consulting a
doctor. However, a doctor who briefly interacted with them that day, frantically asks his assistant
where the two of them were. “That boy is dying!” says the doctor. But it is too late. There is no
way they can reach him.

The aforementioned story was written decades ago, but portions of it are scarily relevant.
However, with telemedicine, the ending, may have been different today.

Byte-sized play-by-plays of tech concepts
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Project Kannamma provides access to sanitary napkins made by Irula tribeswomen, to over 300
students from across Government Schools in and around Chennai
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THE PRINCIPLE AND PROCEDURE IN LOKPAL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability

including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

Lokpal Chairperson Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose administers oath to a new member of anti-
corruption ombudsman Lokpal, during a swearing-in ceremony at Vigyan Bhawan, in New Delhi
on March 27, 2019.   | Photo Credit: PTI

The Supreme Court’s ultimatum to the Centre to appointment a Lokpal within a given time
frame, and the subsequent appointment of the first Lokpal in the country, is to be welcomed.
After all, the fight for a Lokpal has been long-drawn-out.

From 1963, India has been nurturing the ambition to appoint a Lokpal, a phrase coined by L.M.
Singhvi. Copied from Sweden’s Ombudsman and its adaptation in the U.K. in 1967, the idea
was to expose ‘maladministration’, which British MP Richard Crossman defined as “bias,
neglect, inattention, delay, incompetence, ineptitude, arbitrariness and so on”. Despite
affirmations to its need, no one really wanted a Lokpal in India, preferring instead the mild
Vigilance Commission from 1964 to 2003. In one sense, the National Human Rights
Commission and the various national commissions dealing with Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, women, children and even safai karmacharis are all special Lokpals within their areas.
But nobody fears them because they are promotional and deal with individual grievances. They
hurt no one and have become semi-ineffective. No one wanted a strong Lokpal because it would
demand accountability from politicians and bureaucrats.

After the Emergency, a new model of Lokpal emerged, a model for ‘regime revenge’. The
‘maladministration’ model gave way to an anti-corruption model with a sweep clause of five
years. This meant that the Lokpal would re-examine Emergency and target the Indira Gandhi
government. It meant that it would target politicians, but not bureaucrats. The power of the
bureaucracy to stultify anti-corruption measures is well known. This model continued with
regularity.

The 2011 Anna Hazare movement, which fought to get the Lokpal Bill passed, faltered in many
ways. When the Modi government came to power, it did not appoint a Lokpal either. It did not
want Lokpal accusations and investigations to mar its tenure.

Directed by the Supreme Court, the Lokpal appointment process began in 2018, which was too
late to scrutinise the Modi government before the 2019 general election. The government
constituted a eight-member Search Committee in September 2018, headed by former Supreme
Court Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai, to recommend names for the posts of Lokpal chairperson
and members. The names recommended were scrutinised by a Selection Committee,
comprising Prime Minister Narendra Modi; the Chief Justice of India’s nominee, Justice S.A.
Bobde; Speaker of the Lok Sabha Sumitra Mahajan; and eminent jurist Mukul Rohatgi. The
‘special invitee’, who was Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge, refused to attend the meetings.
We can see that the Prime Minister and the Lok Sabha Speaker are from the BJP. The eminent
jurist was the Attorney General of India from 2014 to 2017. Only the Chief Justice’s nominee is
not connected to the party.

Was this entire procedure transparent and fair? Unfortunately, no. When the matter was argued
in the Supreme Court, advocate Prashant Bhushan asked for the names of those who had
applied for the post. This suggestion was shot down during the argument. We don’t know who
applied to be considered as chairperson and as a member of the Lokpal. Did former Supreme



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Court judge, Justice Pinaki Ghose, apply even though he was a member of the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) at the time? Who were the others? Section 4(3) of the Lokpal and
Lokayuktas Act of 2013 states that the Selection Committee “may also consider any person
other than the persons recommended by the Search Committee”. This makes the procedure
futile. The Search Committee Rules, 2014 stated that the Selection Committee would select one
of the five names recommended for the post of Chairperson of the Lokpal and eight of 24 names
recommended for the post of members of the Lokpal. The Selection Committee was to lay down
the criteria for appointment and decide by majority in cases of difference of opinion. The public is
entitled to know the list proposed by the Search Committee. It is entitled to know who all were
considered and why. That the appointment of the Lokpal is shrouded in secrecy is an affront to
the very concept of the Lokpal.

Justice Pinaki Ghose is not known for any path-breaking judgments, so it is curious why he was
chosen over other retired judges, especially as he was already a member of the NHRC. No less
than a sitting judge could have been offered this post. The other judicial members are Justice
Pradip Kumar Mohanty, who was Chief Justice of the Jharkhand High Court; Justice Abhilasha
Kumari, who served on the Gujarat High Court and was a chairperson of the Human Rights
Commission of Gujarat; and Justice Ajay Kumar Tripathi, who was Chief Justice of the
Chhattisgarh High Court. The first woman chief of the Sashastra Seema Bal, Archana
Ramachandran, is a non-judicial member, as are former Chief Secretary of Maharashtra D.K.
Jain, former Indian Revenue Service officer Mahender Singh, and former Indian Administrative
Service officer of the Gujarat cadre, I.P. Gautam. The question is, should IAS and IPS officers
be appointed, especially since they have to deal with fellow officers? The field was wide open
from non-government sectors as well.

Mr. Hazare was right in being overjoyed that a Lokpal has been appointed at last. And Aruna
Roy and others were right in insisting on a wider jurisdiction on maladministration and delivery of
services. This Lokpal will always be known as a secretly appointed one. It is supposed to be an
anti-corruption institution. Much will depend on how it is used and against whom. Will we find out
who is the chor (chief) and who is the chowkidar (watchman)? Or will this be another playground
for politics?

Rajeev Dhavan, a senior advocate of the Supreme Court, has just published a two-volume book
on the Lokpal
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IS THERE A PROBLEM WITH THE 10% QUOTA?
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

In January, the Rajya Sabha passed the Constitution Amendment Bill guaranteeing 10%
quota in education and employment to economically weaker sections in the general category.
Families that earn an annual income of less than 8 lakh and do not possess agricultural land of
five acres or above are eligible for the quota. This includes 95% of Indian households. Isn’t it
strange that in a country which claims to have lifted millions out of poverty, so many households
fall in this category? What is more is that these households require reservation, nothing else, to
enable them to be socio-economically better off. The Bill has served an unintended purpose,
though: Reservation is no more the preserve of the so-called merit-less. The proposed quota
has transformed cynics of the reservation policy into champions of it.

Why are parties in Tamil Nadu against 10% quota?

We examine here the empirical foundation of two aspects which are central to the policy but are
absent from discussions on it. The first is the rationale underlying the policy that economically
weaker sections from the general category remain “excluded from attending the higher
education institutions” in India “due to their financial incapacity”. Is that really the case? The
second is the fact that the Bill also brings private educational institutions under its ambit. What is
the representation of reserved category students in private educational institutions?

We try to answer these two questions by analysing data from the National Institute Ranking
Framework (NIRF). The Ministry of Human Resource Development introduced a ranking of
higher education institutions in India in 2016. A total of 445 institutions were ranked under the
NIRF in 2018. The NIRF data provide the composition of ‘economically backward class’ (EBC)
students and ‘socially challenged category’ (Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes/Other
Backward Classes) students. The data reveal that of the 16.09 lakh students enrolled in the 445
top institutions in 2016-17, about 28% (4.55 lakh) belonged to the EBC. The share of EBC
students was about 30% in private educational institutions. If we consider institutions as the
basis of analysis, the facts are self-explanatory. About 66% of the 445 NIRF-ranked higher
education institutions had more than 10% of students from the EBC. Interestingly, 68% of private
educational institutions also had more than 10% of EBC students. EBC students had already
secured about three times the proposed quota of 10% without any reservation in top higher
education institutions. This is despite the fact that the income criteria used by most of these
institutions vary from 2 lakh to 5.5 lakh annually, which is far less than the proposed eligibility
criterion for the reservation quota, which is 8 lakh.

Quotas and a verdict

The share of ‘socially challenged category’ (SCs/ STs/ OBCs) students in these 445 institutions
was 38%, only 10 percentage points more than the share of EBC students. Surprisingly, the
share of SC/ST/OBC students stood at only 44% in public institutions, which are mandated to
implement 49.5% reservation. In private educational institutions ranked by the NIRF, their share
was as low as 30%, which was similar to the share of EBC students. Here too, only 19% of
private higher educational institutions ranked by the NIRF had more than 49.5% of SC/ST/OBC
students. Thus, SC/ST/OBC students remained greatly under-represented, especially in premier
private educational institutions. This is despite the fact that the SC/ST/OBC population
constitutes about 70% of the total population of India (NSSO, 2011-12).
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Our analysis is confined only to the top 445 higher education institutions. However, if the share
of EBC students was as high as 28% in these premier institutes, their share would have likely
been larger in other higher education institutions which were not ranked by the NIRF. This could
be due to a number of reasons, including lower fees. The EBC students have already secured
more than 10% share in these institutions without any reservation. Hence, the proposed policy
seems to be empirically unfounded. By contrast, what emerges from the NIRF data is the under-
representation of the ‘socially challenged category’ in premier education institutions.

It appears that the government is going to extend reservation for SC/ST/OBC students to private
higher education institutions. This would certainly bring the much-needed diversity in premier
private higher education institutions in India.

Sunny Jose and Bheemeshwar Reddy A. teach at the Birla Institute of Technology and Science,
Pilani, Hyderabad campus. Views are personal
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TRICKERIES OF THE MONEY BILL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Regulatory & Quasi-Judicial bodies

The Supreme Court has now heard oral arguments in Revenue Bar Association (RBA) v. Union
of India, in which the validity of the Finance Act of 2017, insofar as it affects the structure and
functioning of various judicial tribunals, is under challenge. At first blush, a dispute over the
apparent inscrutabilities of a tribunal’s working might strike us as uninteresting and, perhaps,
even unimportant. But, as the RBA’s arguments show us, how the court decides the case will
likely have a profound bearing on India’s constitutional arrangements.

Ordinarily, the Finance Act, which is enacted at the beginning of every accounting year, seeks to
give effect to the government’s fiscal policies. In 2017, however, the state wielded the statute
like a blunderbuss. It not only set the fiscal agenda for the year ahead but it also toppled the
existing regime governing the working of 26 different judicial bodies. Until recently, each of these
panels was governed by a separate statute, and those laws individually contained a set of
principles providing for, among other things, the criteria employed to select and remove
members to and from these bodies, and for salaries, allowances and other such service
conditions of the members.

The Finance Bill, 2017 from all sides

But, in one fell swoop, the Finance Act not only abolished some of the tribunals but also
altogether repealed the standards provided in the different statutes. In their place, the law vested
in the Central government an absolute, untrammelled power to make rules to effectively govern
the operation of the tribunals.

The petitioners argued that this move runs sharply athwart judicial independence. The new law,
in their belief, deputed to the executive what was really an essential legislative function. Many of
these tribunals, which included the National Green Tribunal (NGT), the Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal, the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal, and the Industrial Disputes Tribunal,
they pointed out, performed roles that were originally undertaken by the higher judiciary. To
assign to the executive’s whims the task of establishing the criteria employed in selecting
members to the panels and to provide for the members’ service conditions was, therefore,
pernicious to the basic principle of separation of powers. Consider one of the consequences.
Despite the Supreme Court’s previous ruling that the chairperson of a judicial tribunal ought to
be equivalent to the Chief Justice of the high courts, as a result of the rules now made in
furtherance of the Finance Act, in 13 different tribunals, a person who is merely qualified to be
appointed as a judge of a high court can be selected as the presiding officer.

The RBA’s case, though, goes beyond questions concerning delegation of power. Of equal
concern is the enactment of these stipulations through the wangled mechanism of the Finance
Act. Substantive matters concerning the governing of tribunals, one would think, can scarcely be
considered as a fiscal measure. Yet the draft law which introduced these provisions was
classified as a money bill, and the sanction of the Rajya Sabha was altogether dodged. Although
this too might appear on first glimpse to be a quarrel over esoteric matters of procedure, the
consequences are enormous, travelling, as they do, to the heart of India’s democratic apparatus.

In B.R. Ambedkar’s vision, the Constitution embodied not only a charter of rights but also a
foundation for republican governance. His worries that democracy in India was “only a top-
dressing on an Indian soil, which is essentially undemocratic”, saw him lay stress on a need to
diffuse constitutional morality among India’s citizens. Citing the classical historian, George
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Grote, while moving the draft Constitution on November 4, 1948, Ambedkar said constitutional
morality had to be seen as representing “a paramount reverence for the forms of the
Constitution”. Since such reverence had to be cultivated, he thought it imperative that the
Constitution commend the minutiae of administration rather than leave such matters purely to
the legislature’s wisdom. In the absence of such prescriptions, democracy, he feared, would
wallow in decline.

The Constitution’s verbosity has been a source of antipathy to many. Too long, too rigid, too
prolix, Sir Ivor Jennings, a preeminent British constitutional expert, reportedly said, of the
document, in a lecture delivered at the University of Madras in 1951. But only years later
Jennings was lauding India for representing the region’s most successful constitutional
experiment. This volte face, as it happened, was occasioned by those provisions of
administrative intricacies, which Jennings had initially found so troubling, and which Ambedkar
had thought indispensable. And it is those provisions that are today under siege.

One such clause, Article 110(1), grants to the Lok Sabha Speaker the authority to certify a draft
law as a money bill so long as such legislation deals only with all or any of the matters
specifically listed in the provision. These include subjects such as the imposition or abolition of a
tax, the declaring of any expenditure to be expenditure charged on the Consolidated Fund of
India, and, significantly, also any matter otherwise incidental to the subjects specified in Article
110. The ensuing clause clarifies that a draft law will not be a money bill for the reason that it
also provides for the imposition or abolition of a tax. In other words, substantive laws, which are
not merely incidental to the subjects enlisted in Article 110(1) cannot be finagled into a bill that
also happens to contain taxing rules. It is precisely such trickery that the petitioners contended
the Finance Act of 2017 indulges in.

The Union government, for its part, argued that the Speaker of the Lok Sabha was not only
correct in making the classification, but that, in any event, her decision was beyond judicial
review. To this end, the government relied on Article 110(3), which states that in cases where a
dispute arises over whether a bill is a money bill or not, the Speaker’s decision shall be
considered final. But, as the Supreme Court has repeatedly held, the finality accorded to the
Speaker’s decision does not altogether oust the court’s jurisdiction. The irrevocability of such
decisions operate only within the realm of Parliament. For the Constitution expressly vests in the
Supreme Court and in the high courts the power to review governmental actions, and issue
prerogative writs every time those actions exceed the Constitution’s remit.

Ultimately, the Speaker derives her power from the Constitution. In classifying a draft law as a
money bill, therefore, her decision has to be demonstrably justifiable. An immunity from judicial
scrutiny would effectively allow the government to elude the Rajya Sabha’s constitutional checks
by simply having the Speaker classify a draft law as a money bill regardless of whether it, in fact,
meets the conditions stipulated in Article 110(1) or not.

The idea behind a money bill is derived from British parliamentary custom. But unlike in Britain,
where judicial review of the Speaker’s opinion is unambiguously prohibited, in India, Article 110
avoids creating any such bar. Money bills exist simply to ensure that the Rajya Sabha isn’t
allowed to bring down a government by refusing it access to the exchequer for everyday
governance. To use it as a means to nullify the Upper House’s democratic role in making
substantive legislation denigrates the Constitution’s form which Ambedkar and the Constituent
Assembly considered inviolate.

As the lawyer Gautam Bhatia wrote in these pages (“The imperial cabinet and an acquiescent
court”, March 8, 2019), the Supreme Court has already squandered at least two opportunities in
recent times to provide a sense of sanctity to the Constitution’s carefully structured
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arrangements. The dispute over the Finance Act of 2017, therefore, assumes particular
significance. In deciding the case, the court will do well to pay heed to Ambedkar’s warnings, by
recognising that the niceties of constitutional form are not a matter of trifles.

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate practising at the Madras High Court
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EXPROPRIATION IN THE NAME OF CONSERVATION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

“The proposed amendments to the Indian Forest Act seeks to turn communities into the
problem.” Kand tribal women in Odisha. Ashish Kothari  

The Indian Forest Act, 1927 was a remarkable piece of expropriation in the name of
conservation. The British government carried out one of the largest land expropriations in
history, where the rights to occupy and use forests were transferred from communities with
customary and historical property rights to the colonial Central government. The act offered a fig
leaf that those who could establish their rights were excepted from this expropriation (of course,
few could establish their rights, given that their rights were not property rights as per the British
government’s conception of property). These expropriations were ameliorated in some small
measure in the Forest Rights Act of 2006, but they have remained the edifice of the relationship
between the government and the Adivasis. It is the forest department that Adivasis must deal
with as their primary government agency. That a democratic government almost a century later
seeks to expand and strengthen the tools of the Indian Forest Act is remarkable and shocking at
the same time.

The ostensible inspiration for the amendments proposed by the Central government is the same
as that of the colonial regime: the protection of forests. However, the government goes a step
further than the colonial government and seeks to criminalise the communities, primarily the
Adivasis, who dwell in these forests. Forest rights activists have expressed concern that forests
could turn into a ‘police state’. A better description would be that they would become a more
draconian police state.

According to the draft amendments, the forest department will now be able to enforce the
property rights of the government to forests at the exclusion of Adivasis dwelling there, through
preventive arrest provisions. Certain offences will be made non-bailable. The presumption of
innocence is reversed. Alleged encroachers can be arrested without warrant. Forest officials will
be given the authority to use arms against tribals for “violation of laws”.

The draft says the ‘forest’ will not be limited to land owned by the government; it will include any
flora considered forest, as a 1996 Supreme Court order had expanded the definition of forest.
The Central government will be able to change the classification from ‘unprotected’ to ‘reserved’
or ‘protected’, and the erstwhile land owners will be subjected to penal provisions for customary
use of their land.

The fears of a draconian police state are not alarmist. The criminal justice system in States such
as Chhattisgarh is inundated with cases against Adivasis who exercise their forest rights. Yet,
the amendments proposed seek to limit the discretion of officers to withdraw any offences,
ensuring a protracted legal process, with prolonged incarceration.

It is an old adage that those who forget history are bound to repeat it. As a young editor in
Germany, Karl Marx was radicalised by the use of penal provisions to prosecute people
collecting firewood in the forests, an old custom. With increasing industrialisation, feudal
property owners could monetise the firewood, and the customary rights of people to collect
firewood was curtailed. Marx was incensed at the plight of those jailed for this infraction, which
accounted for the majority of penal cases in the prosperous Rhineland.
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The Forest Rights Act, a legislation mitigating the Indian Forest Act, already weakened by poor
implementation, will be further limited by excluding ‘village forests’, ironically named, from its
purview. In addition, the community’s voice will also be excluded from a new category of
‘production forest’ . ‘Production forest’ may be handed over to private operators. This will
corporatise forest resources. The problems with these provisions are self-evident.

A Section 26 has been proposed, which will allow forest department officers to suspend the right
to pasture or collect forest produce from the primarily Adivasi communities residing in the forest.
This will take away not only the livelihood of the forest dwellers, but also strike at the very root of
their deep relationship with their environment, customs and traditions. The proposed Section
22(A)(2) is another example of gross injustice. It proposes that the government can acquire any
right of a person which is “inconsistent with the conservation of the proposed reserved forest”.
No parameters have been given to decide what is “inconsistent”, and the decision to declare the
“inconsistent” use rests with the government.

States with large forest tracts with big tribal populations have tried in the past to settle forest land
“encroached” by the tribal people and grant them pattas. The Forest Rights Act allows tribals
present at the cut-off date, and non-tribals who can show 75 years of possession, a quasi-
property right, or patta, to be administered by the Tribal Affairs Ministry rather than the forest
department. Activists expected that this proposed amendment would bring in legal provisions for
such settlement. This so-called forest land has no trees on the ground, and has been cultivated
by the tribals for a long time, but is still designated as forest. People are subjected to
harassment year after year because they are treated as encroachers. The Chhattisgarh
government had granted pattas to these “encroachers” to give them legal status, but recently the
courts have cancelled these pattas, calling them illegal. It was expected that the proposed
amendments would legalise these pattas, but the amendments proposed suggest the opposite.

It is not only activists who are voicing their concerns; the Chhattisgarh government has
expressed its concern at the taking away of the powers given to gram sabhas through the
Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996.

The amendments will also further centralise the management of forest, as the legislation takes
away the State governments’ discretion to manage forests even further.

Given the correlation between Adivasi forest areas and the ‘Red Corridor’, the law is not only
undemocratic, but also has implications for internal security. Adivasis are at the front line of the
battle against Maoists, and the principal victims of war-waging in their communities. This Act, in
seeking to criminalise their very economic existence, will be a boon for Maoist propaganda.

The proposed legislation seeks to turn communities into the problem. To paraphrase Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the U.S. Supreme Court, the Adivasis, at the very least, need the Indian
state to take its foot off their neck. In these elections, Adivasis and other communities would do
well to ask those seeking their blessings their stance on the proposed amendments.

Avi Singh is the Additional Standing Counsel for criminal cases for the Government of the NCT
of Delhi and Peeyush Bhatia is a lawyer practicing before the Chhattisgarh High Court and State
President of the Youth Bar Association of India
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HUMANISE THE LAW: DRAFT INDIAN FOREST ACT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Modernising colonial era laws is a long-delayed project, but the draft Indian Forest Act, 2019 is
woefully short of being a transformative piece of legislation. The original law, the Indian Forest
Act, 1927, is an incongruous relic, its provisions having been drafted to suit the objectives of a
colonial power that had extractive uses for forests in mind. A new law enacted should make a
departure and be aimed to expand India’s forests, and ensure the well-being of traditional forest-
dwellers and biodiversity in these landscapes. The need is for a paradigm that encourages
community-led, scientifically validated conservation. This is critical, for only 2.99% of India’s
geographic area is classified as very dense forest; the rest of the green cover of a total of
21.54% is nearly equally divided into open and moderately dense forest, according to the State
of Forest Report 2017. The draft Bill reinforces the idea of bureaucratic control of forests,
providing immunity for actions such as use of firearms by personnel to prevent an offence. The
hardline policing approach is reflected in the emphasis on creating infrastructure to detain and
transport the accused, and to penalise entire communities through denial of access to forests for
offences by individuals. Such provisions invariably affect poor inhabitants, and run counter to the
empowering and egalitarian goals that produced the Forest Rights Act.

India’s forests play a key role in moderating the lives of not just the adivasis and other traditional
dwellers, but everyone in the subcontinent, through their impact on the climate and monsoons.
Their health can be improved only through collaboration. Any new forest law must, therefore,
aim to reduce conflicts, incentivise tribals and stop diversion for non-forest uses. This can be
achieved by recognising all suitable landscapes as forests and insulating them from commercial
exploitation. Such an approach requires a partnership with communities on the one hand, and
scientists on the other. For decades now, the Forest Department has resisted independent
scientific evaluation of forest health and biodiversity conservation outcomes. In parallel,
environmental policy has weakened public scrutiny of decisions on diversion of forests for
destructive activities such as mining and large dam construction. Impact assessment reports
have mostly been reduced to a farce, and the public hearings process has been diluted. When a
new government takes over, the entire issue should go back to the drawing board. The
government needs to launch a process of consultation, beginning with the State governments to
ensure that a progressive law is adopted by all States, including those that have their own
versions of the existing Act. The Centre must hear the voice of all stakeholders and
communities, including independent scientific experts.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-04-23

‘ZINC DEFICIENCY RISING IN INDIANS’
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

High zinc deficiency was found in Kerala, T.N., A.P., Manipur and Meghalaya.  

Rising carbon dioxide levels can accelerate zinc deficiency in crops and thus in human
consumption, cautions a new study titled ‘Inadequate zinc intake in India: past, present and
future’ by the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.

The study states that inadequate zinc intake has been rising in India for decades, causing tens
of millions of people to become newly deficient in it. The study added that the highest rate of
inadequate zinc intake was concentrated mainly in the southern and northeastern States with
rice-dominated diets: Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Manipur and Meghalaya.

“Rising carbon dioxide levels in the coming decades could accelerate this trend. National grain
fortification programmes, increased dietary diversity, bio-fortified crops, and reduced carbon
dioxide emissions could all make a difference to slow or reverse the course,” the study noted.

Inadequate zinc intake can have serious health consequences, particularly for young children,
who are more susceptible to contracting malaria, diarrhoeal diseases and pneumonia, when
suffering from zinc deficiency. The presence of zinc plays a critical role in human immune
systems.

“Rice is poor in [the presence of] zinc, causing higher rates of zinc inadequacy in diets that rely
heavily upon it. Overall urban populations, and wealthier urban groups in particular, showed
higher rates of inadequate intake as well, due to a higher proportion of nutrient-poor fats and
sugars in the diet,” the study said.
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Source : www.hindustantimes.com Date : 2019-04-25

THE ANTI-MALARIA FIGHT GETS A BOOST WITH
MOSQUIRIX

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The World Health Organization (WHO) on Tuesday said Malawi in southeastern Africa will be
the first country to begin immunising children against malaria using the only licensed vaccine,
Mosquirix, to protect against the mosquito borne disease. Similar vaccination programmes will
begin soon in Kenya and Ghana, with the aim of reaching about 360,000 children every year in
the three countries. The immunisation rollout is a massive success for the research community
because Mosquirix could save the lives of tens of thousands of children each year. According to
the 2018 World Malaria report, the parasitic disease kills about 435,000 people every year. It is
still a top killer of children worldwide, but the children in Africa are most affected. “Every two
minutes a child or baby there dies of the disease. Some children can have up to six bouts of
malaria in just one year,” Dr Mary Hamel of WHO told NPR.

While the launch of the vaccine is a landmark event, many have questioned its effectiveness
because a previous trial showed Mosquirix protects only about one-third of immunised children.
However, even if infected, the severity is less for those who have had the vaccine. However, the
world cannot wait for a perfect option because the next generation of the vaccine may take
years to develop: It took more than 30 years — and more than $500 million — for an
international consortium to develop Mosquirix.

India will be watching the rollout in Africa with great interest because it is among the 11
countries with 70% of the world’s burden of malaria, though it has managed to reduce the
disease burden in the last few years. According to the 2018 World Malaria report, it has
registered a 24% decrease between 2016 and 2017. However, 1.25 billion Indians — 94% of its
population — are still at risk of malaria, the report noted.

But the Mosquirix pilot project in Africa must not lead to the diversion of public health funds from
the existing set of tools against malaria. In fact, India’s success is largely due to the decline of
the disease in the highly malarious state of Odisha, home to approximately 40% of all cases in
the country. This was possible because of the extensive use of anti-malarial tools: stringent
screening for malaria, indoor insecticide spraying, reduction of mosquito breeding spots, free
distribution of long-lasting insecticidal nets, distribution of free drugs to affected people, use of
rapid diagnostic kits (the conventional method of diagnosing malaria by smear microscopy is
cumbersome and challenging in inaccessible regions) and regular health education activities
that focused on interventions and behaviour change of the people.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-04-26

BREAKING NEW GROUND
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

A judgment of the Madras High Court, Madurai Bench, has extended enjoyment of civil rights,
especially those pertaining to marriage, to transpersons. While this is path-breaking for much of
the country, the judgment also opens doors to the larger LGBTQ community for availing civil
rights including marriage, succession and inheritance.

In the judgment delivered in Arunkumar and Sreeja v. Inspector General of Registration and
Others (2019), the Madras High Court has held that a properly solemnised marriage between a
male and transwoman is valid under the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, and the Registrar of
Marriages is bound to register the same. The judgment quotes NALSA v. Union of India (2014),
which held that transgender persons have the right to decide their “self-identified gender”.

The Madurai Bench judgment, however, breaks new ground when it comes to the interpretation
of the statutory terms found in the Hindu Marriage Act, especially that of bride. It states that the
expression “bride” occurring in Section 5 of the Hindu Marriage Act cannot have a static or
immutable meaning. As noted in Justice G.P. Singh’s Principles of Statutory Interpretation, the
court is free to apply the current meaning of a statute to present-day conditions.

The nine-judge Bench in Justice (Retd.) K.S. Puttaswamy made a telling reference to the
landmark judgment, Obergefell v. Hodges (2015), wherein the U.S. Supreme Court held that the
“fundamental right to marry is guaranteed to same-sex couples by both Due Process Clause and
Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.”

The Madurai Bench judgment has revised the legal construction of gender and the conventional
interpretation of terms such as “bride” and “bridegroom”. Now, when this is read along with the
Supreme Court’s explicit reference to the American court’s guarantee of right to marry to
homosexual couples shows that there cannot be a legal bar any more to extending civil rights
such as marriage, succession or inheritance to LGBTQ couples who have decided to get
married consensually, have married in accordance with the existing laws and are not in violation
of any other laws.

At the preliminary hearings before the Supreme Court in Navtej Singh Johar, the Solicitor
General, representing the Government of India, sought the curtailing of the scope of the case to
that of the decriminalisation aspect or the constitutional validity of Section 377 of Indian Penal
Code, 1860 alone. The Supreme Court, consequently, did not have an opportunity to examine
the bundle of rights that were to naturally arise from the striking down of Section 377. Therefore,
in this context, the present judgment is truly path-breaking for the LGBTQ community, which is
denied equal protection of laws with regard to civil rights.

The writer is an advocate and a DMK spokesperson
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WHO SAYS ONE IN 10 CHILDREN DID NOT GET
VACCINATED IN 2016

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

A vial of the measles, mumps, and rubella virus (MMR) vaccine is pictured at the International
Community Health Services clinic in Seattle, Washington, U.S., March 20, 2019.   | Photo Credit:
REUTERS

Despite immunisation being one of the most successful and cost-effective means to help
children grow into healthy adults, worldwide 12.9 million infants — nearly 1 in 10 — did not
receive any vaccination in 2016.

The figures released by the World Health Organisation (WHO) during the ongoing immunisation
week added that this means infants missed the first dose of diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (DTP)
vaccine putting them at serious risk of these potentially fatal diseases.

What is worrying, says WHO, is the fact that “global vaccination coverage remains at 85%, with
no significant changes during the past few years. An additional 1.5 million deaths could be
avoided if global immunisation coverage improves.”

Over the years, the positive trend “has been the increasing uptake of new and underused
vaccines”. In fact, according to WHO in 2017, the number of children immunised – 116.2 million
– was the highest-ever reported. Since 2010, 113 countries have introduced new vaccines, and
more than 20 million additional children have been vaccinated.

“But despite gains, all of the targets for disease elimination — including measles, rubella, and
maternal and neonatal tetanus — are behind schedule, and over the last two years, the world
has seen multiple outbreaks of measles, diphtheria and various other vaccine-preventable
diseases. Most of the children missing out are those living in the poorest, marginalised and
conflict-affected communities,” it warned.

Immunisation prevents illness, disability and death from vaccine-preventable diseases including
cervical cancer, diphtheria, hepatitis B, measles, mumps, pertussis (whooping cough),
pneumonia, polio, rotavirus diarrhoea, rubella and tetanus.

An estimated 169 million children missed out on the first dose of the measles vaccine between
2010 and 2017, UNICEF said.
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Measles cases rose 300% worldwide through the first three months of 2019 compared to the
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-04-27

BATTLING MALARIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

In 1987, the pharma giant GlaxoSmithKline began testing a vaccine to target the malaria
parasite. The initiative received support from the WHO, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and
the international NGO PATH. The collaboration bore fruit on April 23, when health workers in
Malawi rolled out the first vaccine against the viral disease. Ghana and Kenya are expected to
join the inoculation drive in the next few weeks and the effort could vaccinate more than a million
children against the disease which kills more than a 1,000 people a day worldwide, a majority of
them in Africa. The vaccine is also a significant intervention given that the WHO estimates that
climate change will exacerbate the mortality caused by the disease.

In its most virulent form, malaria is a difficult disease to deal with. Plasmodium falciparum, the
most dangerous of the virus, replicates very fast in the human body. This means if a person
infected with the virus does not get diagnosed urgently, the infection assumes fatal or near fatal
proportions rapidly. That is why prevention has always been the primary strategy against the
disease. However, insecticides that are used against the mosquitoes have a life of less than 20
years — the parasite is adaptable and has survived for millenia. The virus has proved an equally
formidable adversary: Many strains of P. falciparum have become resistant to chloroquine, once
the first-line malaria drug. That is why triggering the immune system to defend against the first
stage of malaria, when the virus enters the blood stream, has been thought to be a more
effective strategy. But the scientists had their work cut out because, unlike bacteria, parasites
evolve complex ways to evade the immune system. The malaria parasite passes through
multiple life stages, each of which presents a unique challenge to vaccine developers. Moreover,
inside the human body the virus changes shape making it very difficult for the proteins produced
by a vaccine to target the pathogen.

There is a limitation to the new intervention, though. In clinical trials, the new vaccine reduced
malaria cases by less than 40 per cent — the measles vaccine, by comparison, is 97 per cent
effective and the chickenpox vaccine prevents almost 100 per cent of severe cases of the
disease. Another issue with the vaccine is that children need four doses. Critics of the vaccine
argue that four trips to a clinic could be tough for families in rural Africa. Work has begun to
improve on the vaccine. However, this time the research community cannot afford to spend
more than 30 years to develop the vaccine.
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THE LONG WAIT FOR SAFETY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

”Helpline 1090 in Uttar Pradesh was launched to prevent atrocities against women.”  

Anchal Yadav, 18, finds the daily one hour commute by share autorickshaw to her college in
Lucknow familiar, yet daunting. Every day, the rickshaw is chock-a-block with passengers.
Anchal curls into a ball, using her arms to protect herself from any unwelcome touch, and keeps
her bag on her lap. When she returns home in the afternoon from college, Anchal says she is
wary of walking down the deserted street near her house. Public transport is poor in Uttar
Pradesh’s capital. For women like Anchal, the autorickshaw is the best mode of transport and
often the only one. Going to college is not just a routine, it is an exercise in staying alert — every
day, all the time.

Down south, in Bengaluru, Jyothi Ramesh, 20, is equally familiar with this exhaustion. She says
the journey late evening to the nearest bus stop from the factory where she works is nerve-
racking. She is thankful to have found a colleague who goes in the same direction and often
rides with her.

Traversing India’s cities is not just difficult for college girls and working women, but also for
policewomen. Sheetal, 21, is a young woman in khaki. A constable with the Delhi police, she
works night shifts. As part of the Police Control Room (PCR) unit, Sheetal is among the first
responders to crimes in her area. Yet, Sheetal’s parents cannot stop worrying about her safety
when she travels to and from work. Her phone buzzes through the night with calls from home.
She puts her mobile phone on silent mode, as taking personal calls on duty is frowned upon.

Following the horrific gang rape of a young woman in a moving bus in New Delhi in December
2012 and the public outcry that followed it, the United Progressive Alliance-2 government set up
the Nirbhaya Fund, named after the victim as she was referred to by the media, to ensure the
safety of women across the country, with an initial corpus of 1,000 crore. The fund was
announced at the fag end of that government’s term, and so little was spent from it. Over six
years, the amount increased to 3,600 crore, but reports emerged that the money was not being
used. Faced with severe criticism for this, the National Democratic Alliance government
approved in March 2018 2,919 crore from this corpus for the Safe Cities programme for eight
major cities — Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Ahmedabad, Kolkata, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Lucknow — for three years. The Centre and States share the expenses for the scheme (60:40).
The amount given by the Central government is 2,016.50 crore.

Delhi tops list for number of crimes against women, again

The Centre invited proposals from the Director Generals of Police (DGP) of these eight cities as
well as from Municipal Commissioners. The Hindu tracked the status of implementation of the
Safe Cities programme in six of the eight cities and found that not a single penny had been
spent by the local administrations despite funds being released by the Centre. The police in
many cities said that tendering for works proposed by them under the programme (such as
installation of CCTV cameras, PCR vans, e-toilets and pink patrol bikes and cars) will begin only
after the Lok Sabha elections are over. In Delhi, senior officials drew a blank when asked about
the execution of the scheme.

Public pressure forced both the Bharatiya Janata Party and the Congress to gave more primacy



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

to women’s safety in their 2014 manifestos, but that is not the case this time. Despite the BJP’s
‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ scheme, which aims to “prevent gender-biased sex selective
elimination, ensure survival and protection of the girl child, and ensure education of girls”, and
the Congress’s plan to develop a Citizens’ Charter for Women’s Safety and Security, the
promise to fight against gender violence is drowned in the din of claims and counter-claims by
political parties this election season. Further, it is clear that both the BJP and the Congress look
at women’s safety only through the prism of criminal investigation — the BJP talks about
‘forensic facilities’ and ‘fast-track courts’, and the Congress proposes a ‘separate investigative
agency’ for heinous crimes against women. The focus on making public spaces safe and
accessible for women like Anchal, Jyothi and Sheetal through sustained campaigns is entirely
absent.

It is 4 p.m. and the control room in Lucknow is abuzz with the sounds of ceaseless typing,
phones ringing, and calls being answered. Women police constables wearing headphones lend
a patient ear to complaints from women on the other end of the line, type out complaints, and
submit them online for further action.

The call centre is not far from the U.P. Police Headquarters. The ‘Women Power Helpline 1090’
was launched to ensure that police help is only a phone call away. Victims don’t need to go to
the police station to file a complaint. The requirement to file an FIR, too, has been dispensed
with, in order to encourage women to break their silence without fear of reprisal, often from their
own families.

As many as 45 women constables have been tasked with answering complaints about lewd
phone calls, online abuse, stalking and sexual harassment. The helpline, which was launched in
2012, registers about 730 complaints a day. Once a complaint is filed, a male constable calls the
offender and rebukes him for his misdemeanour, warns him of police action and, in rare cases
when this is insufficient, books him for a crime. The grievance is considered resolved only after
following up with the victim over 45 days.

“We tell the offender that he is being put on the police radar; that if he doesn’t change, there will
be legal action. So, it is both reformatory and punitive. But when there are incidents that require
immediate action, say a case of rape, we lodge an FIR immediately,” says U.P. Director General
of Police O.P. Singh.

Hyderabad among safe cities

The data collected from calls made to the helpline offer an insight into the State. The most
number of complaints come from Lucknow, Kanpur, Prayagraj, Varanasi and Gorakhpur. Data
from 2018 show that 53% of women who called the helpline were non-working women. Thirty-
four per cent of the calls came from college students. More than 70% of the complaints were
about lewd phone calls. Incidents of cyber-harassment increased by four times in 2018 from the
previous year.

The U.P. police plans to double the capability of this unique initiative under the Safe Cities
programme and add 40 more computer terminals, says Singh. The Central government has
approved 194 crore for Lucknow from the Nirbhaya Fund. Proposals also include integrating
1090 with another helpline, UP 100 (the Uttar Pradesh Police Emergency Management System);
setting up an integrated control room linked to 1,500 CCTVs; pink outposts for facilitating easy
filing of complaints by women; 100 pink patrol scooters, 100 pink SUVs, 74 pink toilets, and
public transport buses that are GPS-enabled and equipped with panic buttons and CCTV
cameras. A Data Analytics centre at the 1090 call centre has also been proposed. Singh says
the Centre disbursed the entire sum in three tranches by January, but work on these projects will
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commence only some time this year. He says the 1090 helpline and other measures have
helped the U.P. police combat crimes against women, and that there was a 7% fall in rape cases
in 2018 from 2017.

Richa Rastogi, a local women’s rights activist, voices concern over these insular efforts,
however. She points to the need to look at women’s safety beyond violent crimes in public
spaces. “A safe city must have provisions for shelter homes for women who have escaped from
violent marriages and sometimes from their own parents who want to get them married without
their consent. There is also a need to deploy protection officers mandated under the Domestic
Violence Act,” says Rastogi who works with Humsafar, an NGO supporting survivors of gender-
based violence. She adds that an earlier initiative to introduce pink autos in the city failed as
they were mostly operated and used by men. “We need to have women drivers. This will ensure
women’s empowerment and make women commuters feel safe,” she says.

Women’s safety: beyond panic buttons and raksha bands

It’s 10 p.m. on a Saturday in the capital city. Sheetal, Manisha and Sarika (names changed), all
constable rank officers, are circling New Delhi’s Connaught Place in a PCR van. They have a
12-hour shift. Their task is to be the first responders to calls made to the police in the area. They
often intervene in drunken brawls, rescue intoxicated men lying on the streets, and sometimes
face the ire of victims of theft.

They may be cops, but their parents worry about their safety as they travel long distances from
their homes on the outskirts of the city to report for work. “We travel alone, often at night.
Though we are police officers, parents will always be parents. Sometimes, I get calls every half
an hour on my way home,” says Manisha, who lives in Haryana’s Bahadurgarh. Manisha takes
two buses, a metro and an autorickshaw to reach work.

Although these women have heard stories of discrimination by their male counterparts, they
haven’t had any unpleasant encounters since they joined the force in February this year, they
say. “We have had meetings in which we have been told that we can inform our seniors or any
officer in case someone misbehaves with us,” says Sarika.

The city police says its women officers patrol outside schools and colleges to ensure that
women students are safe. “All the Station House Officers are directed to increase patrolling in
winter as the streets are more lonely then and visibility is low. Police booths and facilitation
desks are also provided at identifiable places in crowded areas,” says Geeta Rani Verma,
Deputy Commissioner of Police (Special Police Unit for Women and Children).

The Delhi police was sanctioned 663.67 crore under the scheme. It was also the only city to
receive 100% funding from the Centre. The Delhi police plans to procure hi-tech ‘field devices’
for enhanced real-time responses to crimes in the city; have dedicated women safety patrol vans
equipped with dashboards for viewing live feeds from CCTV cameras across the city; and GPS
tracking facilities. However, despite the scheme being approved more than a year ago, a senior
official seems to know little about it.

Rajalakshmi, a working woman who frequently travels on the Mass Rapid Transit System
(MRTS) between Chepauk and Velachery in Chennai, says it is unsafe to travel in the city late in
the day. The MRTS stations are sprawling, dark, unutilised spaces. “It is an ordeal to reach the
platform. I have to cross empty, dark spaces inside the station to reach it. A policeman or a
security guard in the station is a rare sight. I know of women who are frequently harassed on
running trains and in dark corners of the stations too,” she says. Rajalakshmi’s fear is not
unfounded. In 2016, Chennai was gripped by horror when a 24-year-old Infosys employee was
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hacked to death at a busy railway station in broad daylight. In January this year, a woman was
molested at the Taramani MRTS station by railway staff.

The Chennai Corporation and police have an elaborate plan to augment the infrastructure in the
city to ensure safety of women. The local body plans to have 617 ‘safe zone clusters’ in places
considered crime hotspots and where surveillance cameras and street lights are to be installed.
These safe clusters will cover 19 bus stands, 10 colleges, 70 schools, seven shopping malls,
seven IT parks, 56 railway stations as well as markets and places of worship. As many as 500 e-
toilets for women are to be set up in public places and 30 mobile toilets for women police staff
on bandobust duty at the cost of 27.77 crore. The city police also plans to conduct a GIS-based
heat map of areas of crime against women that is to be integrated with notification services on
mobile applications. A 24x7 emergency app to track women in distress and a helpline service for
women are on the cards, officials claim. The total amount sanctioned to the city under the Safe
Cities project is 426 crore.

But all these are only on paper.

“Once the elections are over, we will call for tenders,” says an official on the condition of
anonymity.

In Hyderabad, among the initiatives it has already undertaken to ensure that women are safe in
the city, the police counts its SHE teams as a success. The aim of the SHE teams is to curb
‘eveteasing’ in all aspects and in all places. In the last four and a half years, the SHE teams in
Hyderabad have received 12,000 petitions. But these teams mostly have male officers.

Speaking of how complaints reach them, Shikha Goel, Additional Commissioner of Police
(Crimes and SIT), Hyderabad, says women use social media often nowadays. “They trust this
medium and we respond promptly,” she says.

But SHE teams are not the only answer. Seven months after the Centre allocated 282 crore
from the Nirbhaya Fund to the city administration under the Safe Cities programme, the money
lies unused. A senior police officer says that in October 2018, the Centre released its share of
112.8 crore, but the 40% share from the State government has not come yet. “Once the funds
are released from the State government, we will work on various projects related to women’s
safety, including the installation of CCTV cameras at hotspots and in public transport,” the officer
says.

The Bengaluru police launched pink hoysalas, or patrolling vehicles, to exclusively address
women and child safety issues. But Dona Fernandes of Vimochana, a women’s rights
organisation, says that these pink hoysalas are often used for other policing jobs. Although this
was started as a service that would have exclusive women patrolling staff, many of the hoysalas
are run by male police personnel, she says.

The City Police Commissioner, T. Suneel Kumar, says that a 667 crore proposal for the Safe
Cities programme is yet to be implemented. “The Karnataka government has received funds
from the Central government, but we will carry out the project once the code of conduct for the
elections comes to an end,” he says.

The Centre allocated 252 crore to Mumbai for the Safe Cities programme and the Maharashtra
Cabinet approved the installation of 1,600 CCTV cameras across the metropolis. Senior officials
say they have so far not submitted a single bill to the Centre under the scheme and it would take
at least another two months for work to begin.
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While the plan to place Mumbai under the watch of a CCTV network had been in the works for
several years, the project was made fully functional only in 2016, with Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis inaugurating 4,717 cameras covering 1,510 spots in the city. The feed from the
cameras is viewed in real time at the Mumbai Police Control Room, enabling the police to keep
an eye on law and order. The same feed is also beamed live to offices of senior officers like the
Commissioner of Police and the Joint Commissioner of Police (Law and Order).

But is safety merely about having more eyes on the streets?

“An overemphasis on technology and policing will enhance security, but not necessarily make
cities safer for women or enhance their access to public spaces,” says Kalpana Viswanath, co-
founder of Safetipin, a mobile app that provides safety scores of different localities to its users.
Viswanath is among the members of the committee headed by the Home Secretary to guide the
formulation of the Safe Cities programme. She is also the chairperson of Jagori, an NGO that
conducted a safety audit of Delhi in 2005-06. The study highlighted threats to women’s safety
such as poor lighting in public spaces and broken pavements that force women to walk on the
roads and render them vulnerable to verbal and sexual abuse by men on bikes and in cars. The
audit also pointed out how women felt safer in areas that were populated by hawkers and
vegetable-sellers late in the evening.

“Besides policing, we need to look at urban planning and designing gender-friendly spaces. We
need to effect a change in cultural and social norms through campaigns. I am really surprised
that none of these cities wants to spend money on a campaign,” she says. “Globally, wherever
cities have made significant changes, it has been because of the municipal authorities. Whether
it is New York, London, Bogota, or Seoul, it is because the mayoral system has been
strengthened. For cities we must ask for stronger local bodies.”

Conversations with police officials across cities show that it is not only the State authorities, but
also the civic authoritieswho have a role to play in securing the safety of women in public places.

With inputs from R. Sivaraman, Abhinay Deshpande, Tanu Kulkarni and Sharad Vyas

Please enter a valid email address.

India-China dialogue has expanded but the two countries are not on the same page on terror

Join our online subscriber community

Experience an advertisement-free site with article recommendations tailored for you

Already a user? Sign In

To know more about Ad free news reading experience and subscription Click Here

or Please whitelist our website on your Adblocker

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com


